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NEWS RELEASE         23 July 2005

TUNBRIDGE WELLS TERRITORIALS ON EXERCISE
Local Territorial Army soldiers from 579 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Royal Engineers (Volunteers) based in Tunbridge Wells have just returned from an exciting two-week Annual Camp with their Regiment in Devon.  

Called Exercise “Cockney Tor”, the first week was based at Okehampton and provided a variety of training.  Many of the Squadron were away each day practising their live firing skills, as well as their helicopter drills as they travelled to and from the nearby ranges on Dartmoor.  Meanwhile Sapper Maxine Drury was taking part in an intensive, 8-day elementary bomb disposal course being run by the Regiment at the camp.  She successfully passed, coming a spectacular top of the course and qualifying to be a trained member of an Explosive Ordnance Disposal Team.

Sapper Drury, age 23 and a commercial insurance broker from Penbury, said, “The course was really good and I am pleased to have done so well, both for me and for the Squadron that I love being a part of.”

The Regiment then deployed for the second week to carry out various construction tasks, with 579 Squadron travelling to Penhale, near Newquay.  There they were able to utilise their various military engineering skills in construction tasks including footpaths, fencing and re-roofing to the adventure training camp. 

Captain Phil Davis added, “Moral is sky high. The training week was very interesting, although physically demanding, and enjoyed by all.  Then at Penhale, the Squadron has been doing just the kind of tasks that they are good at, using their various individual skills to provide support to the youth organisations of the Army Cadets that use the place.”

The Regiment’s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Richard Elvidge, summed up, saying, “Many of the Regiment’s soldiers are currently mobilised and away doing magnificent work.  This has been a highly successful Annual Camp for the rest, where they have achieved both some very high quality training and lots of useful practical construction experience.  I congratulate them all.” 

579 Field Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in St John’s Road, Tunbridge Wells, and is currently looking for more recruits.  Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 01892-528954 for further details.

Photo Captions: - See overleaf 

Editor’s Note:  For further details call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.

Photographs:
1117. (Left to right) Corporal Matt Ahmed, Captain Phil Davis and Lance Corporal Steve Lee deploying from their helicopter.

1248.     Sapper Maxine Drury during her course, preparing the equipment to de-fuse a bomb.

1300. Sapper Maxine Drury with her bomb disposal course certificate.

1324. (Left to right) Sapper Wayne Prater, Corporal Garry White (in JCB cab) and Lance Corporal Steve Lee working on footpath construction at Penhale Camp.

1333.     (Left to right) Lance Corporal Darren Comeau, Sapper Maxine Drury and Corporal Matt Ahmed re-roofing one of the buildings at Penhale Camp.
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