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NEWS RELEASE              20 February 2006

EXPLOSIVE TRAINING FOR TUNBRIDGE WELLS TERRITORIALS

Tunbridge Wells Soldiers from the Territorial Army’s only bomb disposal regiment were learning how to handle explosives as part of their training at the Yantlet Demolition Ranges, near Grain in Kent last weekend.  Safety, confidence and experience in using explosive charges of plastic explosive are essential requirements needed before undertaking courses to qualify as a bomb disposal engineer.

Following safety briefs from their instructors, the soldiers then gained confidence in preparing and setting off individual charges moulded from sticks of plastic explosive, known as PE4 in the army, before moving on to gain further experience in using it to cut through wood, steel and concrete.  Also they learned how to set up a ring-main of charges, all to go off at the same time.

The Tunbridge Wells Territorials are from 579 Field Squadron, which is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers).  The skilful use of explosives is often used in bomb disposal for controlled detonations in carrying out their work.  All the students successfully passed this phase of their training and are now ready to move on to the next stage.

Sapper Candy Ludick is pictured preparing a moulded charge as part of her confidence training.   (Note: The blue safety gloves have to be worn whilst handling the explosive because of the chemicals involved).   Age 30 and single, she has been in the TA for 2 years. She lives in Tunbridge Wells and works in medical marketing in Sevenoaks in her civilian life. Originally from South Africa, she immigrated to this country in December 1993.

Candy said, “I joined the TA to do something interesting and totally different at the weekend and to learn something new.  I have also always been interested in the army as I have family connections and friends in it back in South Africa.  579 Squadron is a fantastic team, which it good to be a part of.  They are great to get along with, doing loads of activities with lots of enthusiasm.  I am due to start my two-week course next week, in order to become a Class 3 bomb disposal engineer.  Then I am off skiing in the French Alps with the Regiment in April, which should be very exciting and I am greatly looking forward to it.”

579 meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in St John’s Road, Tunbridge Wells and are also currently looking for more recruits.  Anyone interested in finding out more should call in, or telephone 01892-528954 for further details.

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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