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NEWS RELEASE                     17 July 2007

EXERCISE ISLAND CAT

Over 100 Territorial Army soldiers from 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers), normally based around London, Kent and East Sussex are carrying out their Annual Camp in the Channel Islands on Exercise “Island Cat” during the period Thursday 12th to Saturday 28th July.  There they are involved in three main tasks, comprising an Explosive Ordnance Clearance (EOC) mission on the island of Lihou off Guernsey, together with a Junior Non-commissioned Officer’s (JNCO’s) Training Cadre and some Military Aid to the Civilian Community (MACC) works, both in Jersey.  Details of these tasks are as follows:

EOC on Lihou Island

The small island of Lihou was used for target practice by various gun emplacements and bunkers that had been built along the coastline by the occupying German forces during the Second World War. Since the end of the war, numerous items of unexploded ordnance (UXO) have periodically surfaced due to weather and geological conditions, which have then been dealt with by the Guernsey EOD Police.  Despite there being no recorded incidents in the past 24 months, there is still an inherent risk of injury from UXO there.  The Regiment, which is the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army, has been assigned the task of clearing the whole of Lihou in 14 days.  This is being done in collaboration with the Government of the Island of Guernsey and will also provide invaluable practical training experience for these soldiers.  The mission is being led by a team of 33 soldiers from the Regiment’s 579 Field Squadron, normally based in and around Tunbridge Wells, who will then change over with another similar sized group at the end of the first week.  It is being carried out with teams of 4 personnel using specialist EOD equipment, clearing 50 x 50 metre squares divided into 2 metre lanes. All items of UXO, some of which have already been found, are being stockpiled for later controlled destruction with explosives. 

Regimental JNCO Cadre

The Regiment is also carrying out a required training course for a cadre of 19 potential NCOs aided by 6 instructors.  It includes drill, fitness PT and field exercises in basic infantry skills, all designed to develop and test the students’ command and leadership skills.  As well as being a challenging course, this will also be an interesting experience for the personnel, being set amongst some unique Second World War locations in Jersey.

MACC Tasks in Jersey

Various MACC tasks are being conducted in aid of the Channel Islands Occupation Society and the local community. The jobs are also in WW2 locations, presenting unique settings for those involved to practice some of their military engineering skills on works ranging from construction to refurbishment.  They include refurbishing portacabins used as a Youth Hostel’s washing and showering facilities in Haut de la Garenne, together with refurbishing steps leading to a German WW2 gun emplacement in St Ouen’s Bay and also a WW2 Gun at Moltke Battery, St Ouen.   Personnel will be rotated through the MACC tasks when not otherwise involved in the other tasks outlined above. 

Lieutenant Colonel Terry Smith, the Regiment’s Commanding Officer said, “We are most grateful for this invaluable opportunity for the Regiment to practise and gain experience in its various skills in these superb settings, whilst also aiding the local communities.”

101 Engineer Regiment (EOD) (V) has bases in Catford, Rochester, Tunbridge Wells, Reigate, Brighton, Holloway and White City.  They are also currently looking for more recruits in the London and SE area.  Anyone interested in finding out more should call 0800-2346-101

Ends

Editor’s note:       The exercise name of “Island Cat” is because of the Regiment having a motif of Dick Whittington’s cat as its emblem (See letter above heading as example).  The word “cat” is therefore often used in various such names.

Press Facilities:      There will be a Press Facility available in Jersey on Wednesday morning, 25th July to view ongoing MACC task work and JNCO Cadre training, including the opportunity to meet some of the soldiers.  This will start at 9.00 am (timings and location to be confirmed) from the Regiment’s temporary base at No 7 Overseas (Jersey) Squadron, Air training Corps Centre, Jersey.  Any press interested in following up this offer are asked to contact Lt Cdr Ian Robinson RNR, the Island Military Liaison Officer by telephone on 01534-619580 or mobile 07797718797.


There is also a possibility of a Press Visit to Lihou Island on the Wednesday afternoon, 25 July (Timings to be advised).  Contact Major Poll on 07711-702201 for details.

For other general information please contact Major David Poll on 07711-702201.
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