	[image: image1.jpg]



	101 (City of London) Engineer Regiment

(Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers)

Hudson House, Bromley Road, Catford, London SE6 2RH

From

Major David Poll, Unit Public Information Officer

 Tel: 01708-441086 or Mob 07711-702201
	[image: image2.jpg]





NEWS RELEASE         15 April 2005

REIGATE’S RADIO STAR 
Corporal John Doyle from Redhill has been proving his radio operator skills in a Territorial Army exercise called “Feline Focus” last weekend.  He is a member of I Troop of 579 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Royal Engineers (Volunteers) based in Reigate. The local Territorials successfully took part in this Regimental exercise, designed specifically to test their lines of radio communications under field conditions, at Bramley Training Area, near Basingstoke.

John is 42 years old and a train driver with Southern Railways in his civilian life. He has been in the TA for twenty years, serving in Germany, Gibraltar and all over the UK, and is qualified as a Signaller and Combat Medic, as well as in bomb Disposal. 

Corporal Doyle was also mobilised under Operation Telic between December 2003 and December 2004, serving at Wimbish near Cambridge and helping cover all bomb disposal tasks within the UK. 

Said John, “The TA is good fun and a great bunch of people that I get on really well with.  It is also something very different to my railway job and a worthwhile challenge. 

Signals is a particularly interesting side of the job, with its radio equipment and code work.  It is also very important, as vital information cannot be exchanged without good communications.”

1 Troop of 579 Field Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in Chart Lane, Reigate, and is currently looking for more recruits as signallers, drivers, cooks and in bomb disposal.  Anyone interested in joining should call in, or telephone Squadron Headquarters on 01892-528954 for further details.

Photograph:  Corporal John Doyle manning his radio during Exercise “Feline Focus”

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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