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NEWS RELEASE              27 February 2005

BOMB TASKS FOR TUNBRIDGE WELLS TERRITORIALS

Dealing with a simulated unexploded bombs, sub-munitions and terrorist devices were among the tasks facing Territorial Army soldiers from Tunbridge Wells during a major 48-hour exercise last weekend.

Set in the Medway area and called Exercise “Feline Phoenix”, a dozen disposal tasks threatening key Medway installations, including a power station, the dockyards and bridges, were radioed in by day and night to the command headquarters of 579 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers). The aim was to practise and test their vital skills in realistic settings by making safe items ranging from bombs to sub-munitions and terrorist devices. The Squadron is part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the TA, and men and women from its other Squadrons around London supported the exercise. 

Sapper Maxine Drury was a member of the team deployed by 579 Squadron to deal with an anti-tank mine and booby-traps that threatened a vital bridge. Maxine is a commercial insurance broker in her civilian life and also studying for professional insurance qualifications. Born and bred in Penbury near Tunbridge Wells, she is 23 years old, single and has been in the TA for 2 years. 

Said Sapper Drury, “My dad was in the TA for 15 years and encouraged me to join. I find it exiting and a personal challenge that helps you improve yourself. I also enjoy keeping fit. My friends all think that I am a little mad and some just don’t believe me. But I just love it and it is good to be part of the team.” 

The Regiment’s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Richard Elvidge, summed up saying, “This has been a very useful and successful exercise, designed to train and test a variety of the Regiment’s skills in challenging and interesting ways.”

579 Field Squadron meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in St Johns Road, Tunbridge Wells and is currently looking for more volunteers. Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 01892-528954 for further details.

Photograph:  Sapper Maxine Drury examining the anti-tank mine prior to defusing it.

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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