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NEWS RELEASE                17 March 2005

TUNBRIDGE WELLS TA BIDS FAREWELL TO HONORARY COLONEL

Local Territorials from 579 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Royal Engineers (Volunteers) based in Tunbridge Wells welcomed their regiment’s outgoing Honorary Colonel, Sir Richard Nichols DCL LLB.  He was making his farewell visit to the unit on their Drill Night last Tuesday, before his handing over to Lord Astor of Hever DL.

Sir Richard is a former Lord Mayor of London and a current Alderman, whom the Squadron are proud to have had as their Honorary Colonel, especially because of their links with the City.   579 is part of 101 (City of London) Engineer Regiment to which the title of “City of London” was granted some years ago because of its historic associations with the City, including the saving of St Paul’s during the Blitz.

The Colonel was given a guided tour of the equipment and ongoing training, plus a presentation on the Squadron’s achievements in Iraq and the UK with their mobilization under Operation “Telic”.  At the evening’s final parade he was presented with one of the Squadron’s shield plaques by its Officer Commanding, Major Aidan Smyth, who thanked him for all his support.

Sir Richard then addressed the parade, saying, “I congratulate you all on all your various achievements and admirable dedication.  I am indeed very proud of the Squadron and the Regiment and wish you all good luck and success for the future.”

579 Squadron is a vital part of 101, which is the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in St John’s Road, Tunbridge Wells, and is currently looking for more recruits.  Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 01892-528954 for further details.

Photographs:
1. 
Left to right are Major Aidan Smyth, Colonel Sir Richard Nichols and Sergeant Robin Simon, who is demonstrating how to defuse a bomb

2.  
Sir Richard Nichols receiving a 579 plaque from Major Aidan Smyth

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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