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NEWS RELEASE               17 October 2006

BRIDGE DEMOLITION FOR REIGATE’S TERRITORIALS

Dealing with blowing up a bridge was one of the tasks facing Territorial Army bomb disposal soldiers from Reigate’s 2 Troop of 579 Field Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Royal Engineers (Volunteers) as part of their latest training weekend.  The Squadron is part of the only Bomb Disposal Regiment in the TA, but its soldiers also need to practise their various other military engineering skills, including the handling of explosives and demolition work.  

Pictured are three of the Reigate troop’s Sappers, (left to right) Lee Graham, Thomas Watson and Darren Skinner.  They are placing explosive charges and cabling on a Bailey bridge ready for demolition at the army’s training area in Wyke Regis, Weymouth.

Lee Graham is 32, single, and has been a member of the Troop for a year and works in rubber manufacturing in his civilian life.  .

He said, “I have always enjoyed a challenge and being in the TA and especially doing bomb disposal has provided this.  It is a complete and refreshing change to my day-job, plus I have made many good friends too.”

Thomas Watson, 24, single and from Dorking, has also been in the TA for a year and is a trainee teacher. 

He said, “Joining the TA was always something that I wanted to do.  I have greatly enjoyed it all so far and look forward one day to becoming fully qualified.  Plus it is good being part of a great team doing a worthwhile job.”  

Darren Skinner is from Tadworth, age 34 and single, is a Security Guard with Reliance Security who has 4 years TA service.

He added, “This weekend has been good training practise, ready to take on the qualifying course in Combat Engineering needed to become a Bomb Disposal Engineer.”

2 Troop meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in Chart Lane, Reigate and is currently looking for more volunteers. Anyone interested in finding out more about this hobby with pay should call in, or telephone 0800-2346-101 for further details.

.Editor’s note: For more news contact Major David Poll on 0208-595-5995 or 07711-702201
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