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NEWS RELEASE             21 December 2004

TA GRANDAD’S FIRST STRIPE
Craftsman Rory Illing from Charlton was awarded promotion to become Lance Corporal Illing whilst away on exercise with his Territorial Army unit at RAF North Luffenham in Rutland.  He is a member of the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineer (REME) Workshop for 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Volunteers based in Catford.  

The workshop was away carrying out important work on obsolete military vehicles stored at the airfield.  Their task was to remove vital spare components to be reused to refurbish museum specimens, whilst leaving the shells of the vehicles ready and environmentally safe to be used as targets in bomb disposal training. 

Rory, age 40, has been in the TA for 2½ years and is a bus mechanic with Stagecoach at Plumstead Bus Garage in his civilian life.  He lives in Charlton with his wife Theresa and they have five children and two grandchildren (age 3 and 5).  

After the presentation, he said, “ I joined the TA because I felt it would be doing something useful in this world of ours, as well as it being a great way of meeting new friends and doing different things in a different environment.  I have also been to Cyprus with the TA earlier this year, where we were getting vehicles ready for duty in Iraq.  The promotion came as a welcome surprise and I can’t wait to phone up my wife and tell her, as soon as I get the chance.

The Regiment’s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Richard Elvidge, added,  “I am pleased to present Corporal Illing with his stripe, for which he has worked hard and done very well.” 

The REME Workshop is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in Bromley Road, Catford, and is currently looking for more vehicle mechanic recruits.  Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 020-8698-5573 for further details.

Photographs: 
Lieutenant Colonel Elvidge (left) presenting Lance Corporal Illing (right) with his first stripe.

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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