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NEWS RELEASE             21 December 2004

TUNBRIDGE WELLS REME TERRITORIALS AWAY ON EXERCISE
Tunbridge Wells Territorial Army soldiers from the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers have been away on exercise at RAF North Luffenham in Rutland.  They are members of 579 Field Squadron’s REME Section based in Tunbridge Wells, keeping its vehicles ready for action, and part of the REME Workshop for 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Volunteers. 

The Workshop was away on its fortnight’s Annual Camp, carrying out important work on obsolete military vehicles stored at the airfield.  Their task was to remove vital spare components to be reused to refurbish museum specimens, whilst leaving the shells of the vehicles ready and environmentally safe to be used as targets in bomb disposal training. 

Pictured (left to right) are Craftsman James Bishop, Sergeant Chris Andrews, Craftsman Garry Dean and Sergeant Gideon Watt in front of  one of the various armoured vehicles which they were working on.

Gideon Watt, who is 42, single and has been in the TA for 16 years, said, “ The camp has been brilliant, with lots of different equipment to work on, giving a variety of practical experience as well as being good for team building.”

Chris Andrews is a 49 year old lorry driver, married and has been in the TA for 28 years. He added, “Being in the TA means that you are not only doing a really worthwhile job, but it is also a complete change from your civilian life.”  

The Workshop’s Artificer Sergeant Major, WO1 Alan Norman, said,  “The Workshop has worked hard and done well, achieving a good result and some very useful hands-on training .” 

The REME Workshop is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  579 Field Squadron meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in St Johns Road, Tunbridge Wells and is currently looking for more vehicle mechanic recruits for its REME Section.  Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 01892-528954 for further details.

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.

Press Cutting








