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NEWS RELEASE             21 December 2005

JAMES IS CRAFTSMAN OF THE YEAR

Territorial Army soldier Craftsman James Bishop received was presented with a cup for being Craftsman of the year at a ceremony at his TA Headquarters last week.  Presented annually, the cup is awarded to the best achieving soldier in the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineer’s (REME) Workshop based at Catford.

James aged 31 from Lewisham is an engineer in his civilian life.  He has been in the TA for 9 years, where he recently qualified as a Vehicle Recovery Mechanic.  The REME Workshop is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Volunteers, the only bomb disposal regiment in the TA, by keeping all its vehicles fully operational and on the road.  During his military career with the regiment, he has also previously qualified as a Combat Engineer and also as a Radio Signaller, making this his third army trade. Furthermore, he recently got his HGV lorry driver’s licence through the TA, which he finds very useful.

James said, “This award came as a complete surprise for me, but I am very proud and honoured to receive it. I originally joined the TA as both as an interesting challenge and something that is a complete change from normal working life.  It is also good to be a part of a great team doing a very worthwhile job.”

Presenting the medal, the Workshop’s Officer Commanding, Captain Trevor Rawson, added, “Craftsman Bishop is a very loyal, hard working and regular attending soldier, who is always there and ready to take on work, often above his position. I heartily congratulate him on this well deserved success.”

Craftsman Bishop is now planning to get a full time posting to a regular army unit for a year, in order to enhance his experience in his new trade, to the benefit of the unit on his return.

The REME Workshop meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in Bromley Road, Catford and is currently looking for more volunteers. Anyone interested in joining should call in, or telephone 0208-698-5573 for further details.

Photograph:
Craftsman James Bishop proudly holding the “Craftsman of the Year” Cup.
Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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