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NEWS RELEASE               24 October 2006

MEDALS FOR TERRITORIAL SERVICE

Two Territorial Army soldiers received medals for their long and exemplary service at a ceremony held at their Regiment’s TA Headquarters in Catford last Tuesday.  Corporal Daren Batley received a Volunteer Reserve Service Medal (VRSM), awarded for a minimum of ten years service, and Sergeant Christopher Andrews received the Clasp to his previously awarded VRSM in recognition of a commendable further five years.    

Both are fully qualified vehicle recovery mechanics with the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (REME) Workshop attached to 101 Engineer Regiment (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Volunteers, the only bomb disposal regiment in the TA.  The Workshop plays a vital part in the Regiment’s role by keeping all its vehicles and technical equipment fully operational and ready for action.  

Lieutenant Colonel Peter Kumik TD, who is the Specialist Advisor for TA REME forces for the army’s 4 Division, presented the medals.  He praised the two recipients saying, “These are hard medals to achieve, representing acknowledgement of their many years of successful and dedicated work for the TA.  I heartily congratulate them on their deserved success and achievements.”

Corporal Daren Batley is 37 and married to his wife Lisa and they have a son Luke. He has been in the TA for twelve years and is a driver for BT in his civilian life.   Sergeant Chris Andrews is 51 and has been in the TA for 27 years following 6 years previous regular service.  He also holds the Territorial Efficiency medal for his first twelve years of his TA service and the United Nations Medal for service in Cyprus.  Married to Paula, they have 3 children, Wayne, Craig and Jemma and he is a lorry driver for a food company.

Daren said, “I am proud and honoured to have been presented with this medal, which means a lot to me. I originally joined the TA as a challenge that is a change from my normal working life.  I also get a great deal of satisfaction from it, knowing that I am part of a great team doing a worthwhile job.”

Added Chris, “The TA is very important to me and I am grateful and proud of this further award.”

The REME workshop meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centre in Bromley Road, Catford and is currently looking for more volunteers. Anyone interested in this challenging hobby with pay should call in, or telephone 0800-2346101 for further details.

Photograph:
Corporal Daren Batley (left) and Sergeant Chris Andrews (right) proudly wearing their medals, standing either side of Lieutenant Colonel Peter Kumik (centre).
Editor’s Note: For further details please contact Major David Poll on 07711-702201 
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