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NEWS RELEASE              1 February 2006

CHANGE OF COs FOR 101

31st January saw the end of a 2½ year tour for Lt Col Richard Elvidge as CO for 101 Engr Regt (EOD) (V).  The occasion was marked by a leaving ceremony after the Drill Parade that evening at the RHQ in Catford.

One of his final and pleasurable acts was to present Major Dick Brown, the Regiment’s Quartermaster, with his Accumulated Campaign Service Medal.  He then presented the Regimental flag, as a symbol of the command to his successor, Lt Col Terry Smith, in front of assembled members of the Regiment.  Later, Col Richard also jokingly presented Col terry with care of a large “swag” bag representing the Regiment’s fund, held since the sale of a painting, a copy of which now hangs on the Officers’ Mess wall.  

He said, “It has been a tremendous privilege to command the Regiment in which I first enrolled into the TA some 24 years ago.  I wish Col Terry and the Regiment every success for the future.”   

At the end of the evening he was put into the EOD response vehicle, affectionately known in the Regiment as the “Bomb Wagon” and kindly loaned by 33 Engr Regt (EOD) for the occasion.  He was then driven out of the premises, lined with cheering members of the Regiment.

Lt Col Elvidge, age 42 and who lives in nearby Lewisham, is a Chartered Surveyor working for “Dogs Trust” charity in his civilian life.  He is now moving on in his TA career to a role on the Staff of HQ Land Command.

He had been dined out of the Regiment’s Officers Mess at a memorable and successful Ladies’ Diner Night held at the House of Commons some ten days before.  The Mess was grateful for the invitation to Westminster Palace for the occasion by Major Mark Lancaster, former OC of 217 Fd Sqn, and now the Conservative Member of Parliament for Milton Keynes North East.  The evening also included a personal guided tour of the Houses of Parliament by Mark.  Following the diner, Lt Col Elvidge was then presented with a pair of decanters and a copy of the book “Follow the Sapper”, signed by all the members of the Mess.  He returned the complement by donating a clock for the Mess, as he had noticed that it did not have one. 

Lt Col Smith, age 40 just two weeks prior to assuming Command on 1st February for the next two and a half years, returns to the Regiment from being SO1 Engr Logistics at 29 Land Support Engr Group.  He had previously been 101’s Regt 2IC for 7 years, as well as before that having been OC of two of its Field Squadrons (217 and 220), first being a Troop commander with 221 Field Squadron.  His civilian occupation is as Area Financial Services Manager for HSBC, being based in London and covering 21 branches in the North London area.

He said, “I am proud and honoured to be taking over command of the UK’s Reserve EOD Regiment.  I am greatly looking forward to furthering its achievements and deserved success.”

Photograph details:
2078
Major Dick Brown (left) receiving his Accumulated Campaign Service Medal from Lt Col Richard Elvidge (right)

2180
Lt Col Richard Elvidge (left) presenting the Regimental flag to Lt Col Terry Smith (right)

2183
Lt Col Terry Smith (left) receiving custody of the “swag” bag from Lt Col Richard Elvidge (right)

2197
Lt Col Richard Elvidge (seated centre) being escorted by Capt Adam Day (left) and WO1 (RSM) Bill Bowen (right) into the Bomb Wagon to take him from the premises

2041
Major Jeremy Blades (left) presenting Lt Col Richard Elvidge (right) with a pair of decanters at his dining out at the House of Commons

2045
Officers and their guests on the stairway at the House of Common’s diner, with Lt Col Richard Elvidge and his wife, Julia at the front.

Editor’s Note:  For further details please call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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