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NEWS RELEASE              26 October 2005

EXERCISE COCKNEY LIVERY

101 (City of London) Engineer Regiment  (EOD) (V) is very proud of its affiliations with four of the City of London’s Livery Companies, and to show its appreciation arranged “Look–at-Life” visits over a weekend in September. This was a opportunity for members of these companies to learn about and experience some of the work carried out by the Regiment in carrying out its role.  

There are 103 Livery Companies, which were formed by the various historic trade and craft guilds within the City over the centuries, dating from the twelfth century to the present day. Of these, the Worshipful Companies of Constructors, Curriers, Lightmongers and Patternmakers all have close links with the Regiment and its various Squadrons based in and around London.

Two one-day visits were organised at Chatham; the first (on the Saturday) being attended by over 20 members of the Constructors, Lightmongers and Patternmakers, and the second (on the Sunday) by 24 members and their families from the Curriers.

The visitors were taken to DEODS at Lodge Hill, where they were split into syndicates and guided around a series of stands showing some of 101’s equipment. They were able to watch and listen to the techniques used, and even, in some cases, to try them out for themselves under supervision. The theme of the stands followed through from initial identification through to dealing with unexploded devices, plus getting to handle the SA80. 

The visits were hosted by the Regiment’s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Richard Elvidge supported by teams from each of the Squadrons. Then, in the afternoon, each day concluded with a guided tour for the guests around the Corps of Royal Engineer’s Museum in Brompton.

As the Master of the Curriers, Mr William Bagshaw, said, “We all come away from the visit with a much clearer understanding of the demanding role of the Regiment, to whom we are most grateful for their time and effort in making it a most fascinating day.”

Photograph Details and Captions:  

1720 Lt Col Elvidge welcoming guests from the Worshipful company of Curriers.

1723 Preparing confidence charges under the supervision of Capt Andrew Clarke.

1731 Mrs Bagshaw, mother of the Master of the Curriers, firing one of the charges.

1732 Sgt Iain Williamson showing the Master of the Curriers how to set up a Rocket Wrench.

1743 Mr William Bagshaw being shown how to fire an SA80.

1745       Spr Robert Ellison demonstrating how to fire on of the charges

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.






