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NEWS RELEASE                     1 July 2007

LAND ROVER PULL BY 579 FD SQN FOR LOCAL HOSPICE CHARITY
 

TA soldiers from 579 Fd Sqn held a Charity Land Rover Pull in July in aid of the Hospice in the Weald Charity, being their local hospice for terminally ill children, raising £868.68in collection buckets on route.
 

The pull was carried out by two teams of six taking it in turns to drag one of their Land Rovers round the route, supported by collectors and safety marshals from the Squadron. The event started from the TA Centre and then proceeded into and around Tunbridge Wells town centre for a total distance of 7 Kilometres, finishing back at their base.

 

The Territorial’s team was flagged off at the start by some of the local members of the Royal Engineers Association who came to cheer them on their way and wish them well.

The Squadron’s Project Leader for this fund raising event was LCpl James Spence from Southborough, Tunbridge Wells.  James, age 31 and single, has been in the TA for 9 years and is a National Sales Adviser for Sky TV in his civilian life.  In the TA he is a Class 1 Bomb Disposal Engineer and a member of the Squadron’s Recruiting Team.

LCpl Spence said, “It was good to get out into the public view and to be able to give something back to the local community of which we are proud to be a part.  The Hospice is doing a fantastic job and we will be continuing to raise further funds towards it.  We would also like to thank all the people for their generosity in making contributions during the pull.  The response from all was very good and encouraging.” 

A presentation of a cheque for £868.68 was made to the Hospice in the Weald the following week at the TA Centre, where Major Sean Lightowler, the squadron’s OC presented the cheque in front of gathered members of the team and the local REA to Amanda Wyatt, the hospice’s Community Fundraiser. 

Amanda said, “It is great to receive this superb sum from such an unusual event, which raised the Charity’s profile as well as the much-needed funds.  Our target for the next year is £3½ million and we gratefully welcome this and any further help towards this goal.”

Added Major Sean Lightowler, “I am very proud of the team’s magnificent efforts, led by Lance Corporal James Spence who did an excellent job in organising the event and raising the money for this most worthwhile cause and our local community.”

Editor’s notes: For more news contact Major David Poll on 0208-595-5995 or 07711-702201.
Photographs:
3579b    LCpl James Spence leads his team across the Start Line at the TA Centre.

3594      The TA team being set off by members of the local Royal Engineers Association.

3516 }
One of the teams making its way through Tunbridge Wells.

3525 }   

3536     Some of the members of 579 Sqn that took part in the Charity event, with LCpl James Spence front left.

3651a    Major Sean Lightowler (left) presents the cheque for £868.68 to Amanda Wyatt in front of the TA team from 579 Field Squadron.  

3655a     -- ditto --      but in front of the TA team and local REA supporters













