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NEWS RELEASE                      8 April 2007

TERRITORIALS FROM 101 OFF TO AFGHANISTAN

Five members of 101 Engr Regt (EOD) (V) have been mobilized for full-time service and underwent training ready to be deployed to Afghanistan.  They are Sergeant Craig Rosser, Lance Corporal Gary Stockwell and Sapper Kemarr Salmon all from 217 Field Squadron based in Holloway, together with Lance Corporals Tony Field and Stuart (“Rick”) Rickard from 579 Field Squadron based in Tunbridge Wells. Whilst their normal training with 101 has previously been in bomb disposal, they are all now facing a new challenge of being part of a composite TA infantry company for their forthcoming operational tour.

Called “Somme Company”, it is being deployed as part of “Operation Herrick”, where it will be the Force Protection Company at Camp Bastion in Helmand Province, Afghanistan.  It moved there in 12 packages during April and is now carrying out its infantry role.  The Company comprises of some 110 Territorials, mainly infantry from the London Regiment but with other Territorials from various cap badges including these five Royal Engineers. These are all then further enhanced with 30 regular soldiers from the Grenadier Guards, making this the first time in recent operations that a regular infantry platoon has been deployed under TA command.

They territorials were mobilized in January 2007 and then spent three months carrying out their pre-deployment infantry and fitness training across England, Scotland and Wales, including lots of firing range work at Ash Ranges near Aldershot. Having now been deployed to Afghanistan, they are due to return to the UK at the end of October, ready to be demobilized by the end of the year and return to their TA units, their civilian lives and families.

Sergeant Craig Rosser said, ““It has been a good new challenge training with Somme Company and practising all the additional infantry skills needed. We have all become a very good team and work well together.”

Lance Corporal Tony Field added, “We are looking forward to carrying out our duties there. It will also be an eye-opener on a very different culture.  I will obviously miss my family greatly and look forward to being reunited on our return.”

Lance Corporal Gary Stockwell summed up saying, “This is a good chance to experience life in the Army outside our usual role of being Royal Engineers.”

Photograph:  Pictured in their newly issued desert uniforms during their pre-deployment training on Ash Ranges are (rear left to right) LCpl Tony Field, Sgt Craig Rosser, LCpl Sgt Stuart Rickard and Spr Kemarr, with (front) LCpl Gary Stockwell on a 50 calibre heavy machine gun.
Editor’s Note: For further details contact Major David Poll on 0208-595-5995 or 01177-702201.






