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NEWS RELEASE                       5 April 2005

221 SEARCHES FOR ROMAN VILLA IN MAIDSTONE

Territorial Army soldiers from 221 Field Squadron (EOD) Royal Engineers (V) based in Rochester have been helping in the search for Roman remains on a site in East Farleigh, near Maidstone.  The team were getting in some useful practise in using their detection equipment on what is thought to be the site of a Roman villa.

Formerly a part of Gallants Farm, the land is now owned by Mr Bryan Baughan.  However, it has always been marked on Ordinance Survey maps as “site of old Roman buildings”.  There is also a preservation order by English Heritage on this site of archaeological interest, preventing building or even planting within the area.  Assisted with background research by his friend Mr Michael Grimbly, they had contacted Channel 4’s “Time Team”, who are very interested in investigating the site.  But first it was agreed that an initial search by the Territorials would be very useful.  

The 221 team used six Ebinger Hand Held Mine Detectors to carry out a shallow search of the site.  As Task Commander, Cpl Paul Banks explained, “The equipment was set to detect buried metal objects close to the surface.  But the task was complicated by the ground being contaminated by lots of fragments of old wire remaining from when the land was a former hop farm.  However, we still managed to uncover several items of interest, including what appear to be an axe-head and a large spear point..  These have been passed to the owner, who will be sending them on to Time Team for identification.”  

Cpl Banks is an Assistant Manager with Lex Truck Rental in his civilian career and was also mobilised for service in Iraq in 2003.  He is shown (pictured left) uncovering the axe head detected by Spr Darrel Lou-Hing (right), who is a storeman in civilian life.  Darrel added, “Being in the TA is full of exciting and interesting new challenges.  This is another one to prove it.”

The finds were handed over to the owner by Lt Neil Barton, who commanded the operation.  He is a Project Designer for EDF Energy in his civilian life and said, “This has been a superb opportunity to carry out some useful practical training on a really interesting task.  We are all very pleased to have taken part and to have been of some help.”  

Added Mr Baughan, “I congratulate and thank the whole team on a job well done.  Hopefully they will be available to help again when Time Team takes it up.”  

Pictured at the presentation are (left to right) Spr. Ade Yeye, Mr Michael Grimbly, Mr Bryan Baughan with his Borzoi dog “Flight”, Lt. Neil Barton and LCpl George Wood.  

221 Fd Sqn is part of 101 Engr Regt and is currently looking for more recruits.  Anyone interested in joining should telephone 01634-843494 or log on to www.221eodsqn.co.uk for further details.

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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