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NEWS RELEASE         21 March 2005

COURAGE TROPHY SUCCESS

Territorials from 579 Field Squadron (EOD) Royal Engineers (V) based in Tunbridge Wells achieved great success in a major competition in March 2005, by coming a highly creditable third place as well as winning the shooting event.  The “Courage Trophy” (sponsored by Courage Breweries), is held annually at Longmoor, Herts.  It is one of the most prestigious Territorial Army competitions of the year, when all the top TA units throughout London and the South East take part in arduous tests of their military skills.

26 teams, of eight members each, took part in a series of demanding events, including an assault course, driving skills over rugged terrain, negotiating a mine-field, signals, command tasks, night navigation and culminating in a gruelling eight-mile speed march and shoot in full kit.

579 Field Squadron, which is part of 101 (City of London) Engineer Regiment (EOD) (V), entered two teams. Their men’s team, led by Capt Neil Hassell, came a very creditable third place in the overall competition for the main Trophy, loosing only by a narrow margin to the Royal Yeomanry and the Parachute Regiment.  The Squadron also entered a B team, made up of men and women and led by 2Lt Andy Edwards, which came fifth in the concurrent Courage Shield competition for mixed teams.  

The B Team also achieved a spectacular outright win of the Falling Plate shooting competition held after the main event.  This involved four members of from each of the teams competing in a separate knockout competition.  They had to run 100 yards to the firing point and then fire on a set of ten steel plates: the winners being the fastest team to down all their targets. In a dramatic final round the team out-shot a team from the Parachute Regiment.  The Falling Plate winners from Tunbridge Wells were 2Lt Andy Edwards, LCpl Darren Comeau and Sappers Candy Ludick and Maxine Drury.  The Chairman of the Reserve Forces and Cadet Association (RFCA) for Greater London, Brigadier Tony Verey, presented each of them with a cup at the prize giving ceremony held at the end of the weekend. 

Afterwards, Capt Neil Hassell praised his men’s team on coming third overall by saying, “They all worked hard and well together, each giving 110% effort.  Next year we shall be coming back to win.”

2Lt Andy Edwards also praised his mixed team, saying, “Everyone in the whole team performed extremely well and we are very pleased with our result in the competition. The winning of the Falling Plate competition was a fantastic, if unexpected, bonus as we had little preparation for it.”

101’s Commanding Officer, Lt Col Richard Elvidge watched the competition and said, “Both teams have done extremely well against some very stiff opposition and should be congratulated.  I am proud of their superb efforts for their Squadron and the Regiment.”

579 Field Squadron meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in St John’s Road, Tunbridge Wells, and is currently looking for more recruits.  Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 01892-528954 for further details.

Courage Trophy Photographs:
309a
Capt Neil Hassell leading his team over the Burma bridge on the assault course.

362a
Capt Neil Hassell briefing his team on the Command Task.

 365a

The 579 men’s team laying a plank to cross a gap during the Command Task.

 375a
 
The 579 men’s team clearing the way through a booby-trapped mine field.

 410a

The 579 men’s team finishing the 8-mile speed march.

 416a
Brigadier Tony Very presenting Falling-Plate winners’ cups to 579’s mixed team, (left to right) 2Lt Andy Edwards, Sappers Candy Ludick and Maxine Drury, and LCpl Darren Comeau. 

 421a
The Falling-Plate team from 579’s mixed team with their winners’ cups are (left to right) 2Lt Andy Edwards, LCpl Darren Comeau and Sappers Maxine Drury and Candy Ludick.

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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