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NEWS RELEASE                10 April 2005

101 BIDS FAREWELL TO HONORARY COLONEL

101 (City of London) Engr Regt (EOD) (V) has been saying farewell to its outgoing Honorary Colonel, Sir Richard Nichols DCL LLB.  He made his final visits to the squadrons on their Drill Nights during March, before his handing over to Lord Astor of Hever DL. in April 2005.

Sir Richard is a former Lord Mayor of London and a current Alderman, whom the Regiment has been proud to have as its Honorary Colonel, especially because of its strong links with the City.  The title of “City of London” was granted some years ago because of these historic associations, including the saving of St Paul’s during the Blitz.

The Colonel was given guided tours of the TA Centres and their equipment, as well as seeing the ongoing training and welcomed the opportunities of meeting many of the soldiers. At each Squadron’s final parade he was presented with various mementoes, as a way of thanking him for all his much appreciated support.

Colonel Sir Richard told the various parades how he congratulated them all on all their various achievements and admirable dedication.  He added that he was very proud of the Regiment and all of its Squadrons and wished everyone all good luck and success for the future.

The Honorary Colonel was formally dinned out by the Regiment’s Officers Mess at a dinner on Saturday 9th April, where the Commanding Officer, Lt Col Richard Elvidge, presented him with an engraved silver platter on behalf of the mess.  As the CO said, Sir Richard’s great success in the appointment is a most apt mark of the considerable effort that he has put into it and for which we are all very grateful.

Photograph Nos:

602ar.
Colonel Sir Richard Nichols (left) receiving his leaving gift from Lt Col Elvidge (right)

301ar.
(Left to right) Major Aidan Smyth, Colonel Sir Richard Nichols with Sgt Robin Simon, who is demonstrating how to defuse a bomb at 579 Fd Sqn

304ar.
Colonel Sir Richard Nichols receiving a 579 plaque from OC, Major Aidan Smyth

498ar.
Colonel Sir Richard Nichols receiving a 223 plaque from OC, Capt Sean Lightowler

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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