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NEWS RELEASE              1 January 2005
MBE FOR BRENDAN TOUHEY
Captain Brendan Touhey RE, who lives in Maidstone, Kent, was awarded the MBE in the New Year’s Honours list for 2005. 

Brendan is the Permanent Staff Administration Officer (PSAO) of 221 Field Squadron (EOD) (V), based in Rochester.  From February 2003 onwards he has also been the Regimental Unit Welfare Officer, following the mobilisation of over eighty members of 101 Engineer Regiment (EOD) (V) in support of Operation TELIC.  This is a post that the Regiment is not established for and which he has done as a volunteer in addition to his full time job.

His citation read, “Capt Touhey is a remarkable individual, who is loyal, unselfish and whose endless motivation has made him indispensable to the Regiment during the last year.  Following the initial phase of mobilisation, both the families and the individuals mobilised required support in the form of information, counselling financial advice and friendship. This in itself proved to be a problem as, the families were dispersed from Bournemouth to Dover and even Italy. For most, the mobilisation was unexpected and for a high majority, it was their first experience of separation.  He gained the families confidence by phoning, visiting and organising family events and produced an informative welfare magazine, which was later adopted as a template for other units.  He also ensured that they felt at ease to contact him at anytime.  This proved to be a great comfort, especially during the first phase of Operation TELIC, when he was contacted continually at unsociable hours during the night and day, showing professionalism, tact and discretion. He has gained the trust and greatest respect from the TA soldiers and has made their transition in and out of mobilised service as stress free as possible, dispelling their anxieties and providing guidance and calm. He has also taken on some of the problems of soldiers from other regiments, providing advice with the same wholehearted dedication. 

Capt Touhey has displayed a phenomenal performance by effectively being on duty 24 hours, 7 days a week for the last year. He has done this whilst doing an admirable full time job, plus playing and umpiring Squash and hockey for the Royal Engineers, as well as taking on the role as chairman for a local squash club. In addition he has organised a ball for the Par Har Trust for Nepalese children and ran in the London Marathon, raising enough money to buy 2 chemotherapy treatment beds at Maidstone Hospital. He has further helped as a supervisor on outings for a nearby secondary school and does voluntary work for young autistic adults at a local Special Needs Home, by teaching social skills by taking them on trips.” 

Brendan, age 53, has been married to his wife Helen for 30 years.  They have two children and two grandsons. He first joined the regular army in 1970, serving in Germany, Northern Ireland and with Shape in Belgium. Commissioned in 1993, he joined the Regiment as a PSAO in 2001 and the post with 221 Field Squadron at Rochester in 2003.

He said, “It is an honour and a privilege for my family, my unit and myself to receive such an award.” 

Added his Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Richard Elvidge, “The Regiment whole heartedly congratulates Captain Touhey on this well deserved award. His enthusiasm and dedication are exceptional and he has shown a selfless commitment to the families within the Regiment and the local community, continually acting above and beyond what is expected.  He has provided first class support to the families, soldiers and the chain of command during what has been, an extraordinarily difficult time, and he very strongly merits this national recognition.”
Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.

