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NEWS RELEASE         20 July 2005

EX. “COCKNEY TOR”
Territorials from 101 Engr Regt (EOD) (Volunteers) held their two-week Annual Camp in Devon and the West Country in July.  Called Exercise “Cockney Tor”, the first week was based at Okehampton in Devon and provided a variety of training.  Many of the Regiment were away each day practising their live-firing skills, as well as their helicopter drills as they travelled to and from the nearby ranges on Dartmoor. 

Meanwhile other members of the Regiment were taking part in an intensive, 8-day Elementary EOD Course being run by 101 at the camp.  This was a landmark in TA training, in being the first 0805 course to be run by the Regiment in conjunction with HQ RE TA. It also had approval from Defence EOD School, including meeting all their testing standards and with the testing being monitored by CPO MacAbe RN from the School.  The first four days were held at DEODS covering the larger specialist equipments that could not be taught on Camp. The course then moved down to Okehampton to complete their training with some lengthy training days, including one of live EOD demolitions, and the final testing. The Regiment provided five instructors, as well as 8 students, who all successfully passed, with Spr Maxine Drury achieving Top Student with 94%.  Successful completion of this course qualifies individuals to be trained members of an EOD Team and responsible for the preparation of all EOD equipment for the Bomb Disposal Officer.

Major Chris Fowke, the Regiment’s Training Major, said, “We have achieved in 8 days what would normally have taken a TA soldier 18 months to complete in a series of weekend training modules.”

The Camp was also honoured by a visit by Brigadier CM Sexton, E in C (A), who saw the live firing on the ranges as well as getting to meet those on the 0805 course.  Brig. JSW Powell OBE (Secretary of SE RFCA) and Col NW Fenn, Commander 29 (Land Support) Engr. Group, also visited the Regiment during that week, with the Commander’s visit including joining in on a Victory Remembrance Service, conducted by the Regiment’s own lay preacher, PSAO Capt Steve Brown, as well as attending the combined Officers’ and SNCOs’ dinner that evening at a nearby Inn.

In the second week, the Regiment deployed to carry out various construction tasks, utilising their various military engineering skills in support of some of the training areas across the South West.  579 Fd Sqn moved to Penhale, near Newquay, to build some footpaths, fencing and roofing there, supporting the cadet organisations that use that camp.  217 Fd Sqn went down to Fort Tregantle, near Plymouth, to carry out repairs to the ranges and butts there.  Meanwhile 221 Fd Sqn went to Weymouth in Dorset to construct a footbridge to a country walk, as well as some kerbing and steps, all within the Wyke Regis training area.

As Major Jeremy Blades, OC 217 Fd Sqn said, “Camp has been truly excellent, varied and enjoyed by all. Moral is really high and everyone has worked hard. Plus the weather after the first few days was brilliant too, which also greatly helped.”

The Camp was further supported throughout by both the Regiment’s REME Workshop, for all of its vehicle repairs and various lifting tasks, as well as the Regiment’s chefs whose culinary skills were appreciated by all.  

The Regiment’s Commanding Officer, Lt Col Richard Elvidge, summed up, saying, “This has been a highly successful Annual Camp.  We have conducted a great deal of high quality training, both in military skills and bomb disposal, topped up with lots of useful practical construction experience.  I congratulate all involved.” 

101 is the only Royal Engineer EOD regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday evening at its TA Centres in Catford, Holloway, Rochester, Tunbridge Wells and Reigate, and is currently looking for more recruits.  Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 0208-698-5573 for further details.

Photographs:
1132. (Left to right) Sergeant Joe Lawrence, Sergeant Donald (“Mac”) MacLennon and Corporal Jan Smith deploying from their helicopter during Ex “Cockney Tor”.

1167.
(Front left to right) Brig. Sexton and Lt Col Elvidge with the members of the successful 0805 course at Okehampton

1181.    Capt Steve Brown conducting the Victory Remembrance service at Okehampton.

1293.    The 0805 Course with (front) the 8 students, and (rear) the instructors and (centre) the CO.  

1300.    Top of Course student, Sapper Maxine Drury, with her bomb disposal course certificate.

1311. Members of the Regiment’s REME workshop at Okehampton lifting a 1,000 lb bomb with their Foden truck for the EOD Course.

 1324.    (Left to right) Sapper Wayne Prater, Corporal Garry White (in JCB cab) and Lance Corporal Steve Lee from 579 Fd Sqn working on footpath construction at Penhale Camp.
 1333.    (Left to right) Lance Corporal Darren Comeau, Sapper Maxine Drury and Corporal Matt Ahmed of 579 Fd Sqn re-roofing one of the buildings at Penhale Camp. 
1333. (Left to right) Chefs Private Kemona Murray and Staff Sergeant Les Hall preparing the evening meal at their kitchen in Penhale.  Les Hall received his promotion from Sgt to Staff Sgt (Master Chef) from Col Fenn during Camp.

1344.     (Left to right) Lance Corporal Dave Green and Sapper Mercy Johnstone from 217 Fd Sqn working on the butts at Fort Tregantle ranges.
1373.     (Left to right) Corporal Paul Franklin and Sappers Stelios Kargotis and James Pavey of 221 Fd Sqn preparing the ground for their footbridge at Weymouth.
Editor’s Note:  For further details call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.






