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NEWS RELEASE             20 December 2004

CATFORD TERRITORIALS HELP WELSH MUSEUM
25 local Territorial Army soldiers from 223 Headquarters and Support Squadron (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) Royal Engineers (Volunteers) based in Catford have been helping a military museum being set up in Wales.  They spent their pre-Christmas weekend at Chapel Bay Fort in Angle, Pembrokshire, which was originally built and designed by Royal Engineers in 1891 as part of the coastal defences for Milford Haven. 

The fort was the one of the first examples of the use of mass concrete in fort building and still has one of the original 18 tonne rifled muzzle-loading guns, which were later replaced with 6-inch rapid-fire guns.  It is now owned by the Chapel Bay Fort Trust and has been undergoing restoration for the past few years.  The driving force behind its renovation is Mr and Mrs Cheer.  George and Emma have put all their money and time over the past few years into the project, with various assistance by other RE units in the past, which it is planned to continue.

The Territorials from 223 helped with delivering two Mark 8 torpedoes, which will form part of the permanent museum being set up there.  They also refurbished a German WW2 bomb and carried out various other tasks involving their plant machinery.

Meanwhile the Squadron’s chefs were preparing Christmas dinner for all, which was held in the casement that had originally accommodated the fort’s garrison.  This was the first occasion that food had been cooked and eaten in the old kitchen since 1918, and the results were enjoyed by all.

Said 223’s Officer Commanding, Major Keith Angus, “This was a very successful and interesting weekend, where we were pleased to help this worthwhile project.  The Squadron’s Christmas Dinner there was an added bonus.” 

223 Headquarters and Support Squadron is a vital part of 101 Engineer Regiment, the only bomb disposal regiment in the Territorial Army.  It meets every Tuesday evening at the TA Centre in Bromley Road, Catford, and is currently looking for more recruits for drivers, plant operators, signallers, cooks and vehicle mechanics.  Anyone interested in joining should call in or telephone 0208-698-5573 for further details.

Editor’s Note:  For further news call Major David Poll on 01708-441086 or 07711-702201.
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