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NEWS RELEASE             20 November 2006

579 SCOOPS ALL THE PRIZES 

A Territorial Army team from 579 Field Squadron based in Tunbridge Wells scooped all three prizes in their Regimental Section Competition held at Hawley in November.

The competition is held annually by 101 Engr Regt (EOD) (V), with teams of eight from across all of the various squadrons in the regiment competing for the trophies.  It comprises a series of seven events that the teams moved round to test their varied military skills, including a Section-Attack, Rafting, Bridge Building, First Aid, and Vehicle Recovery.  These got progressively more physically demanding over the weekend, building up to a gruellingly and intensive finish on a Speed-March, which included crossing through chest-deep water!

579 Fd Sqn entered three teams in the competition and its “A” team won the ‘Curriers’ Cup’ for the Overall Winners, as well as the ‘Royal Engineers’ Bomb Disposal Association Shield’ for the Speed-March and the ‘Ken Revis Salva’ for the Section-Attack.  

The Curriers’ Cup was originally donated by the Worshipful Company of Curriers, a City of London Livery Company that is affiliated to the Regiment. The current Master of the Company, Mr James Bagshaw presented it to the 579 “A” Team leader, LCpl Stuart Rickard.  The RE Shield for the Speed-March was also presented to LCpl Rickard, as also was the Ken Revis Salva. The later was originally donated by Mr Revis, a former RE Bomb Disposal Officer who was blinded during the Second World War, and it was presented this year by his widow.

Commenting on his team’s achievements, LCpl Stuart Rickard said, “The team worked hard and really well together, giving 110% throughout.  I am very proud of them.  It was tough but worth it and with a great sense of achievement for all.  579 certainly showed the Regiment that we are the best Squadron.”

Stuart has been in the TA for 3 years with 6 year’s previous regular service and works in ordnance disposal in his civilian life.

The team’s second-in-command, LCpl Thomas Green added, “We are very pleased with the results. It is great to be a part of the best team in the best Squadron.”  Thomas, age 25, has been in the TA for 8 years and is a Site Agent in his civilian career.

The other two 579’ teams also did well, with their “B” Team led by Cpl Veronica Cocker achieving a close second place in the Curriers’ Cup. 

Lt Col Terry Smith, the Regiment’s Commanding Officer summed up saying, “This has been a very successful and close fought competition and I congratulate the teams on their magnificent efforts.” 

101 Engr Regt meets every Tuesday night at the TA Centres in Catford, Tunbridge Wells, Rochester, Holloway, Reigate, Brighton and White City.  It is also currently looking for more volunteers. Anyone interested in joining this worthwhile hobby with pay should call in or telephone 0800-2346101 for further details.
Photographs:

3078    The 579 “A” team on their raft during the Watermanship phase of the competition.

3116    The 579 “A” team crossing the river during the Speed-March phase.

3135    LCpl Stuart Rickard (right) receiving the Curriers’ Cup from Mr James Bagshaw (left), Master of the Curriers.

3149    The 579 “A” team proudly displaying their trophies.

3151    The 579 “A” team with guests Mrs Revis and Mr Bagshaw and their trophies.

Editor’s note: For more news contact Major David Poll on 0208-595-5995 or 07711-702201.
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